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The facade of the Academy is a carefully balanced three-story composition
in the Beaux-Arts tradition. The rusticated ground floor is pierced by
the main entrance in the center, and by two large windows on either side.
The original marquee over the entrance has been replaced. On the second flg
the end bays are each set in an aedicula, while the three center bays are
arched. The third story windows are nearly square and are simply treated.
The bays on the second and third stories are separated by two-story
pilasters supporting an entablature and parapet.

As with the great European theatres of the era, the full range of
classical decoration is reserved for the interior. The interior plaster
work is of the finest quality and survives in excellent condition although
it has stood neglected for more than a decade. The decoration, for the
most part, retains its original color scheme. The painted ceiling of
classical figures also survives in good condition as does the original
asbestos curtain.

The general interior arrangement consists of two balconies, an orchestra
and six boxes (since altered), and was carefully planned so that good
accoustics and a good view of the stage were assured for every seat. The
stage area was built to contain facilities to handle all types of
theatrical productions.
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Completed in 1905, the Academy of Music is an excellent example of the
Beaux-Arts influence on American architecture. Its exterior presents a
refined yet sophisticated statement in the Classical idiom, while the
interior decoration is of a quality and richness on a par with the finest
American theatres of the era. The significance of the Academy does not
lie just in the quality of its architecture, however, for it is one of
the only surviving legitimate theatres of the turn-of-the-century period
in Virginia. For this reason it is an important cultural landmark not
only for the city of Lynchburg but for the state of Virginia as well,
During its early years the Academy, with its elegant appointments and
excellent facilities, provided a setting matched in quality to the famous
performers who played there. Some of the more notable European and
American names to appear on its stage included Paderewski, Pavlova, Sarah
Bernhardt, Alma Gluck, De Wolf Hopper, Otis Skinmer, John Drew and Mrs.
Patrick Campbell. 1t should be noted also that the architects of the
theatre, E. G. Frye and Aubrey Chesterman, were well known in Virginia
for the quality of their work. Chesterman is particularly remembered for
having designed fine houses and churches in Lynchburg, the City Hall in
Roanoke, and the wings on the state capitol in Richmond.
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color scheme,
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